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HIGH VALUE OF
ALFALFA PLANT

Thorough Preparation of the

Seed Bed Is Essential for
Profitable Stand.

USE ALL MANURE AVAILABLE

Plant Food Realized From Fertilizer
WIH Tone Up Soll and Nourish
Young Seedlings—Apply
Lime for Acidity.

(Prepared by the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture.)
Cardinal polnts in alfalfa culture in-
clude thorough soll preparation, neu-
trallzation of the soll hy llme where
aeld exists, use of high quallity alfalfa
seed of sultable varletles, proper in-
oculation of the soll where Inocula-
tion 18 necessary; all of which pre-
supposes the seeding of the alfalfa
early enough In the fall to make the
growth adequate to resist winter kill-
ing, and the development of a suc-
cessful stand which will cope with the
difficulties of unfavorable sensons.
Applicable in Many Sections.
This article relates partienlarly to
Maryland, Virginla and loecalitles of
slmilar latitude, although what ap-
plies to the territory named is also
applleable in more or less degree to
many other gections of the country.
Because of Its high forage value It
pays to devote much ecare, labor and
acrutinizing attention to the produe-
tion of a profiteble stand of alfalfa.
It 18 essentinl that a well-textured,
tilthy, and thoroughly settléd and com-
pact bed be ready for the seed which
should he sown not later than the mid-
dle of September and prefernbly Gur-
Ing the latter part of August or the

first week In September,
Manure Good for Alfalfa.

The misconception Is wide that none
but thoroughly rotted and weedfree
stable manure should be applled to the
field which 1s to be broken and seeded

Alfalfa ts the King of Forage Crops.

to alfalfa. The fertllizing value of
barnyard manure Is so great and its
lihernl application is so heneficial to
the alfalfa erop that specialists of the
United Btates department of agricul-
tnre advise farmers to use all the ma-
mire they have available. The plant
food realized from the fertilizer will
tane up the soll and nourigh the young
seedlings =0 that they will get the
Jomp on the weed crop, and once
given this advantage the alfalfa plants
will smother out the majority of the
enemies which may develop, Save all
the manure to which yon have access
and distribute It In liberal quantities
over the field to be plowed for alfalfa,
preferably before the breaking is at-
tempted,

It I8 largely & matter of Individual
preference how many times the field
is harrowed, dragged and rolled be-
fore being seeded. It Is essential that
the subsurface of the soll be com-
phet, and then be thoroughly fined be-
fore seeding. ‘The seed should be
sown preferably in a special alfalfa
drfll, as it Is necessary not to bury
the seed too deep, & mispractice which
often results where an ordinary graln
drill with a grass seeding attachment
is usedd. Where the alfalfa seeder is
not avalflahle, a wheelbarrow or hand
seeder may be utilized. The rate of
seeding will vary In different locall-
tles, As a rule, from 15 to 20 pounds
of good quality seed to the acre are
deemed sufficient, although In some
localities as high as 25 pounds of seed
are sown. A weeder Is an excellent
implement for covering the seed after
hroadcasting, but If it Is pot avallable
a splked-tooth harrow may be used.

Solls Must Be Well Drained.

All solls designed for alfalfa cul-
tare must, of necessity, be free from
surplus soll molsture, that Is to say,
well dralned, while they also must be
slightly a'kaline. Tohe simple lltmus
paper test which can be made by any
farmer will Indicate whether or not
the soll s acld. If acidity ezists, It
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subject It would be well for him
apply to tia director of hix state ex
periment statfon and the United State:
department of agriculture for ltera
tore and Information on epeclal points
Inoculation of alfalfa fields Is essen-
tinl. The hest and most simple sys-
tem Is to transfer some Inoculated soll
from an old sweet clover fleld to the
new stand. This Is best done In the
afternoon of a clondy day, the soll be-
Ing digtributed by shovel In the amount
of about 300 to 400 pounds to the acre,
This work should be done In thé ab-
sence of sunlight, as the sun destroys
the bacterla which Induce Inoculation,
Loeal Inoculation cultures are also
supplled by the varlous state experl-
ment statlons and the federal departs
ment of agriculture upon request:
Grower Should Know Variety,
Before buying alfalfa seed the pure
chaser should Inform himself fully re-
garding the varlety best sulted for his
section and the quality of the seed
with regard to both germination and
purity. In choosing & varlety or
straln it I8 well to bear In mind that
the qulek-growing alfalfas, because of
their tendency to produce heavicr
vields, should be used ans far north
a8 they will survive the winters. In
the northern sections the varlegated
alfalfas, Including the Grimm, the
Baltie, and.the Canadian varleties, have
proved most successful In withstand-
ing winter killing. In sectlons having

TASTEFUL

very mild winters, Peruvian alfalfa
has proved more profitable than long- |
er strains, owing to its abllity to pro- |
duece considerably heavier yields, Usu-
ally If can be grown to sdvantage orly
in sections where minlmuin tempela-
ture is not lower than 10 degrees Fah-
renhelt, and where ordinary alfalfa |
will suceeed, Throughout Maryland
and Virgina all the common strulus|
of alfalfa which have been tle\‘elupod:
In Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas and nn-
der slmilar conditions, give the most
sutisfactory results,

TEST SEED BEFORE PLANTING

Otherwise Full Crop Cannot Be Grown
Even Under the Most Favorable
Weather Conditions.

—

Practically the only element In crop
production that the farmer has coms
pletely under hls own control Is the
planting of good seed,

It I8 important that farm seeds be
tested before they are sown. Other
wise, a full erop cannot be grown even
under the most favorable conditions,

Seed testlng for practical results,
says the United States department of
ngriculture, can be done much more
ensily than I8 generally belleved,

The essentlal perparation for mak-
Ing seed tests consists of providing the
slmple apparatus necessary and of be
coming famillar with the general pur-
poses and methods of testing and the
features of
tests of particular kinds of seeds, Ask
the county agent, or write the depart-
ment of agriculture for a bulletin.

RANGE ON NATIONAL FORESTS

Stockmen, in Drought-Stricken Dis.
tricts Eagerly Sought Permits to
Save Their Cattle,

The demand for. range In the na-
tional forests was greater the past
year than ever before In the history
of the forest service, which hranch of
the United States department of agrl
culture has control of these tracts
Espeelnlly In the drought-stricken re-
glonk gfockmen, using the unreserved
publie domaln or private pastures, en-
gerly songht forest permits In order
to save their stock. The value of the
gystem of range regulation In use hae
heen so thoroughly demonstrated that
representative stockmen from all the
western states have declared emphat-
leally In favor of placing the remnin-
Ing unreserved publie lands under fed-
eral control and having them managed
under a plan simllar to that In effect

on the national foreats,

POULTRY REQUIRE DUST BOX

As Chickens Never Cleanse Them-
selves by Washing, as Many Birds
Do, Wallow Is Needed.

Chickens never wash, as many birds
do, but cleanse themselves of Insects
by wallowing In dust, Where hoard
or cement floors are used In the
chicken house, some means of dusting
should be provided. A dust box three
feet by five feét, or four feet by four
feet will be found large enough in most
Instances, the United States de-
partment of agricnlture sugpests, for
a flock of 060 or 60 fowls. It should be
placed where It can be reached by
sunlight durlng as much of the day as
possible,

Fine, light, dry dust Is best for the
box, but sandy loam is good. Read
dust Is recommended by many, but it
is often hard to secure. Coal ashes
may be mixed with the sofl If desired
to make it lighter.

GOOD SERVICE BY CHICKENS

'A% reasonubly priced when the cost of

LI-‘.N’I‘ usually finds the children’s
spring sewing well under way, If
thelr clothes are made at home, or
shopping Industriously carried ount if
thelr belongings are bought ready
made., The shops furnish as taste
ful things ns any one can ask for and

Inbor Is figured In. But there Is some
economy In making children’s clothes
ut home and eliminating the price of
Inhor. Besides fthere are lttle Indi-
vidual touches that may be put on by
the home dressmnker,

Whatever the means of getting
these outfits together, suggestlons as
to styles are thunkfully recelved at
ahout this time. The more Important
matter of selecting spring apparel for
Erownups enlls for attention, with
Easter close at hand and proves dis-
tracting. Two frocks for lttle girls
are shown here with the ri-('nm-l
mendation to buy them If they can be
found—or sometling stmilar to them,
or to buy materlals and copy them ex. |
actly. One cannot hope to Improve

Importance pecullar tnl

FROCKS
FOR YOUNG GIRLS
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on the deslgns bhut colors may be se
lected accomling to thelr becoming
Ness 10 young weurers,

All white or Hght eolors In any of
the substantinl cotton weaves wiil|
mnke the dress at the left with 1ts box-
plalted skirt and belted smock. It
fastens at the front where it Is laced
with narrow black ribbon that slips
through bultonholes on each side of
the opening, A very simple spray of
emhroldery adorms the smock nt each
gldde near Its hem and at the shoul
ders, There I8 a narrow belt that
buttons at the front.

Chambray with collar, cuffs and vest
of plque make the pretty one-plece
dress at the right. It hag a shirred
front panel In the skirt with the lines
of shirring defined by stitehes In black
mercerized floss and the remalonder of |
the gkirt slde plaited. A black sllk tle
finishes the neck. A mercerized cord,
that slips through slides in the bodice
aund ties at the back, Is the particular
pride of this frock.

IN THE SUNSHINE
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TIDAL wave of tourists from the

North has overrun and al
most engulfed the coast citles of Flor
fda during the winter months for the
past two years. And it Is no wonder.
The coast resorts are simply heaven
Iy and have reached that stage where
they offer In additlon to every com-
fort, unparalleled beauty to thelir vis-
ftors. A new day Is dawning for
them, too, for great numbers of peo-
ple are coming to stay, bullding them-
selves homes and taking root, Intend-
ing to spend the Walance of thelr days
in this sunny land,

The coast citles have, besldes sun-
shine, the loviest waters In bays and
{ ocenn that ever were. Sunlit, spark-
ling, whitecapped, they are unbelley-
ably brilliant in color, the most vivid
blues and greens and purples, Near-
ly always a snappy breeze Is blowing
and the bays are full of pleasare craft
and other boats. Then there are the
palms in groves and noble avenues
and the flowering shrubs and trees,
oleander, hiblscus and many vines
covered with flowers, Nature does not
take much coaxing to make enchant-
ing gardens. There are splendid high
ways the length of the coast, the Joy
of motorists, llned with Australlan

Midnight on Bay Biscayne,

polished (o the last degree. There Is
8 marvelous fashion parnde there
where one may see the best that art
has to offer for the adornment of falr
women. And the environment ls wor
thy the best efforts of genius. It I8 an
earthly paradise during Its brief sea-
son. The larger citles have more
lasting attractions; great estates and
wonderful homes, with the country
about them developed and Inviting
with miles of fruit trees and gardens,
But, after all, only a small part of
Florida Is under cultivation—a great
part of It walts for men to make It &
prosperous land.
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On & high-necked gllet of white sflk
“hantiily lace and tucked net, trimmed

NATURE STUDY IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

application.
extends 1t

Mra. John Dickinson Sherman,
chalrman of the conservation depart-
ment of the General Federation of
Women's clubs, is pushing nature
study In the publie schools, with the
approval of Dr, Philander P, Claxton,
United States commissioner of edu-
cation and the support of the 2,500,
000 federated club women of the coun-
try. Her 1020 report, which deals
with conservation, natural resources,
Amerlcanization, thrift, home and
school gardens, natural scepery and
national parks and other activities of
her department, sets forth that the
boys and girls of today particularly
need those studies that will develop
Individuality, strength of character
and human zympathy. She says:

“Our boys and girls need a com-
prehensive, practical course of nature
study—nntural sclence—that 18 baged
quite a8 much upon actual outdoor
nature ns upon textbooks, The mar-

| vels of alr, water and soll and the life history of animals and plants are val-
pable to them both as Information and as Incentlve,
Nature study holds a child’s Interest and utilizes, develops and
This stody should have dependent continuity in the grades and
| should rank with rending, writing and arithmetie In credita.

Interest 1s the basis of

“With this beginning In natural selence the future eitizen Is more lkely to

abuse.”

| glve appreciative conslderation to the conservation of the natural resources of
| his country., Conservation means the best and fullest use without waste os

L AUTHORS TO FIGHT ROYALTY TAXES
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Rex Beach (portrait herewith),
the Chleago novellst, s president of
the Authors' league, and the leagpe has
declded to go to grips with Ums Sam
on the Income tax. Royalties from
books, short stories, plays and other
literary work are dividends, the writ-
ers have declded.

With this as a major promise, the
Author's league has renched the con-
clusion that writers, struggllng and
otherwise, are not subject to the bur
densome normal tax provisions of the
federnl Income tax, and they have ad-
viged their 1,800 or more members to
file their returns accordingly.

If they are sustained by the com-
missloner of internal revenue they will
have to pay ounly the surtax—which
Is on dividends totaling more than
$5,000,

The league's fight on the “Inequal-
itles that now hear so heavily upon the
writer and the artist” was started at

& meeting of the executlve committee, which Is composed of Gelett Burgess,

| George Creel, Owen Davls, Parker Fillmore, James FForbes, Arthur Guiterman,

Henry Sydnor Harrison, Rupert Hughes, Orson Lowell, J. Hartley Manners,
Alice Duer Miller, Harvey O'Higgins, Cuanning Pollock, Arthur Somers Roche,

Leroy Scott and Jesse Lynch Williama,

The letter enjoining the 1,500 members to list their royalties as dividends

| was sent out over the signature & Erle Schuler, secretary.
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| BUDGET MEASURE GETS GOOD
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START l

Senator Medill MeCormick of NU-
nols (portralt herewith), chairman of
the speclal senate committee for conm
slderction of a natlonal budget, ane
nounced the other day that the sube
committee composed of himself, Sen-
ators Keyes, Hdge, Simmons, and
King, unanimously had agreed upon
f national budget measure, The sen-
ate bill Is a combination of the Me-
Cormick bill, lntroduced geveral weeks
ago, and the Good bill, which was
passed by the house last fall

There will be set up In the treas-
ury department a budget burean,
which shall colleet all department es-
timates and revise them. The secre-
tary of the treasury will approve them
to the presldent, who shall have power
to revise the estimates. The presi-
dent, before the 10th of December
each yeur, must shbmlit bhis budget to
congress,

In order to permit the secretary

of the treasury to serve as a real finance officer and not compete with his col-
leagues in the cabinet as a spending officer, the extraneous bureaus In the
treasury will be transferred to other departments,

The blll creates a department, independent of all others, known as the
accounting department. This department will 1eview the expenditures made
by the departments and report on them to congress, suggesting improvements.

Hale Holden (portrait herewith)

lnnd Claude George Burnbam, have

been selected to take the helm of the
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